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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-2 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Crisler et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,481 ,537) in view of de Seze (U. S. Patent No. 
5,894,472). 

Regarding claim 1 , Crisler teaches a data transmission method for transmitting 
data in a system ("communication system" in fig. 1 ) having a host apparatus ("base 
station 101") and at least one terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103" and 
"communication unit 105"), comprising the steps of: 

forwarding a communication request ("reservation request") from the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit 103") to the host apparatus ("base station 101") in 
response to the transmission request, the communication request ("reservation 
request") containing a timer value ("time slot") of a timer contained in the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit") ( fig. 2; col.3 lines 47-55); and 
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conducting polling ("reservation grant") from the host apparatus ("base station") 
to the terminal apparatus ("communication unit"), which has forwarded the 
communication request, according to an identification information (" slots 205 and 207") 
based on the received timer value (fig. 2; col. 3 lines 55-67; col. 4 lines 1-12). 

Crisler differs from the claimed invention in that Crisler does not specifically 
disclose the first step of forwarding a transmission request from the host apparatus 
("base station 101") to the terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103"). However, it 
is well known in the art that the communication starts with the base station indicating to 
all of the associated mobile stations whether or not the shared traffic channel in the up 
direction is free. If it is free, then a mobile station, which wishes to transmit data to the 
base station, sends an access request over the shared traffic channel in the up 
direction. For example, de Seze discloses the first step of forwarding a transmission 
request from the host apparatus ("base station") to the terminal apparatus ("mobile 
station") (col. 2 lines 4-14). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time when the invention was made to include the first step of 
forwarding a transmission request from the host apparatus ("base station 101") to the 
terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103") as taught by de Seze in the steps of 
Crisler in order to allocating the right to transmit data. 

Regarding claims 2 and 19 (differs only by statutory classes), Crisler teaches a 
data transmission method for transmitting data in a system ("communication system" in 
fig. 1) having a host apparatus ("base station 101") and at least one terminal apparatus 
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("communication unit 103" and "communication unit 105") connected to the host 
apparatus ("base station"), comprising the steps of: 

forwarding a communication request ("reservation request") from the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit 103") to the host apparatus ("base station 101") 
corresponding to said transmission request, said communication request ("reservation 
request" ) including a timer value of a timer ("time slot") contained in the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit 103") ( fig. 2; col. 3 lines 47-55);; 

establishing an identification information (" slots 205 and 207") for the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit 103"), which has forwarded the communication 
request ("reservation request"), according to the timer value ("time slot") contained in 
the communication request ("reservation request") when said host apparatus ("base 
station") receives the communication request ("reservation request") from the terminal 
apparatus ("communication unit 103") (col. 4 lines 9-12); and 

conducting polling ("reservation grant") for transmitting data between the host 
apparatus ("base station 101") and the terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103") 
according to the identification information based on the timer value (fig. 2; col. 3 lines 
55-67; col.4 lines 1-12). . 

Crisler differs from the claimed invention in that Crisler does not specifically 
disclose the first step of forwarding a transmission request from the host apparatus 
("base station 101") to the terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103"). However, it 
is well known in the art that the communication starts with the base station indicating to 
all of the associated mobile stations whether or not the shared traffic channel in the up 
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direction is free. If it is free, then a mobile station, which wishes to transmit data to the 
base station, sends an access request over the shared traffic channel in the up 
direction. For example, de Seze discloses the first step of forwarding a transmission 
request from the host apparatus ("base station") to the terminal apparatus ("mobile 
station") (col. 2 lines 4-14). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time when the invention was made to include the first step of 
forwarding a transmission request from the host apparatus ("base station 101") to the 
terminal apparatus ("communication unit 103") as taught by de Seze in the steps of 
Crisler in order to allocating the right to transmit data. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 3-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 2, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

3. Claim 20 is allowable. 

Claims 20 is allowable since prior art of record, dose not teach or suggest a data 
transmission system for transmitting data between a terminal apparatus and a host ' 
apparatus, said terminal apparatus comprising: a timer; a memory for storing a value of 
said timer when the terminal apparatus can communicate with the host apparatus; and 
a controller for forwarding a reply for a transmission request which is received from the 
host apparatus, said controller incorporating said timer value into the reply and 
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i 

forwarding it to the host apparatus; and said host apparatus comprising: a 
communication controller for forwarding the transmission request to said terminal 
apparatus and for receiving from said terminal apparatus the reply corresponding to the 
transmission request; an identification information establishing unit for extracting the 
timer value incorporated in the reply received by said communication controller from 
said terminal apparatus, and for establishing an identification information for the 
terminal apparatus according to the extracted timer value; and a polling unit for 
implementing polling to the terminal apparatus using the identifying information 
established by said identification information establishing unit. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lina Yang whose telephone number is (571 )272-31 51 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571 )272-31 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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